
DEDICATION OF TAHITI FOR THE PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL

Despite the fact that the Mission had been open for 150 years, Tahiti had never been dedicated by an 
apostle for the preaching of the gospel.  Apostle David O McKay had visited Tahiti in 1921. Rufus K Hardy
of the Seventy in 1939. Matthew Cowley several times in the late 1940s and early 1950s. President 
David O McKay came  in January 1955. Many Apostles have visited  during the 1960 to 1990 time period.
President Kimball came for the temple groundbreaking in 1981. As preparations were made for Elder 
Russell M Nelson to come for the sesquicentennial celebration in May 1994, the records were searched 
and it was discovered that Tahiti had not been dedicated. As part of the ceremonies, on Sunday morning
May 11, 1994 a formal dedication ceremony was held. Elder Russell M Nelson and a 34 invited leaders 
met behind the Tahiti Temple. Russell M Nelson offered the dedicatory Prayer cited below.

          



             

A monument to  commemorate the dedication was constructed across the parking lot from the temple 
in front of the Faataua Chapel.

 



m•:oL~A'l'OkY PIV\ \"ER i<u .R I.'JU~NCH i•t )J. YNt\SlA 
<Wl<'EKEIJ HY t.:S .I>1~ k N liSSELL l\1 . . l'd·: L~ON 

O t.' '1' 111•: \.) UOR UI\1 01' TUE 'J.'W.l!.LVi:: Al'OS'l 'i.ES 
l i DA' X 1\l i\ Y 1~,_. · 7 A 1 

ON Tt-n: WI·:~T I.J\ WN 
Ol·' 'J'H 1•: PA PJ:.El'l~, 'lA tH'fl ·n~M t•U•; 

u liol\1. th~ rJcrttHI Fatlh:r. I hy ·"·rnnl'i art' ~:lllh.:lcd on llli~ g rn uuu h;tlh>\\'C\1 by fliy htll)' ll' lllplc , , .. uth.-r ;t l'Jle\:ial 
praye-r flf ueUJCillinn. 'I he Chutl'h ,,, Jc-~n~Chn-.( \.tl Lnt('r-d.-.y SainL'< has:. rirh :mel rc:m:u'kall}c hi~h.>l)' :liiWII~ lhC.'t.l" 
i ~ l an\1~ 1>t lb~ :)oulh l'al·ilil' ocean. lis 111h.<~ l•..,irics :.en·c-d Jwn: c\·c-n hef· ··re it, l<·a~..lcN rl!:tdlt'tll h:1h's , .. -,lfey ~o.• l til~:. 
0 r;·at Salt Lakt.> "ht'r.: it'> \\·~..•rld hc:ltlqua rte-r~ v. \'fl.' I\• b~.., l":>luhl ishl"d. M.i:...,,o, •.• ri<•s s•:nr hy t h.: J'r, •phd J~ ' :..eph Smith 
in lx..l;i 1f\>tn Nall\'\l\1, lllim;is fl) thes.t.~ islands. wrrt·tlw Chur""Jl '~ tir.-1t h• hc..:allcd l<il a l t~ngliU:Jt" :. 11d culturt: t.)n:i::;u 
I~· !bern. Her<t: lht~ M·n cd fpr many }ears\\ hill- M."p:tHIInl1rl•lll l :uuilh·~. rulk:tgtt.cs, and 1m>l1C's \\f tr:<11'-j)M1ati~>f1 
and -.ummuni~o':.ltl .. ll. Thc•r i ui ti:1l :.t•L.:csses un Tubuni aud in th~: ' l'tHuHoltt~ M:l rlw JXiltl·rt• I or <'llh:r nm.:.i• •uarit•s to 
~mular..:. 'J'heir a~:hicn·mt.>nls gr~,.,.,. f ron1 ~"·nfi,·e aod servrcc that \h· ad .. onwlcdge ''· ith a t..lt>ep ~~~~ ••I gr:tlltude 
a11d a" e. 

OtH' hundred and jil!y )'t'>.irS hu\'e eiupsed since th~ fi:'Siurl.'tl f:.uspd 111 Jl!•w:-. Christ v•as fir'-t hm\lght 111 riH.· se 

island~ . '(',,Jay l h~·r~· ar.:· con~;reg;• li•.)ll'> of S.UI•Ils 1H"ganizeJ inlt• \\artls and stakes. A llm,·i ng n•i"l'i••n sen·~· s h• t>h·ss 
th~· h' t s ol rh"se w ht> ye:~rn 1< • J.. noo;o 'I' bet', the on I y rrue (itxf. antl Je~u:, Chn~t. whonl "f hnu hast ~11. 

A ht•ly teHoplt" gra~·cs this land f·•r w.hich \H' l'"'press our hunrhh: ~raliltuk. rh:mk1ully. \\'C , ... tc that the ., ahili 
'J o:n•plc: wa.s dcclit·atl"d Uch•he-r l9H3 hy Pr<:-sident (iordotl H. Hwdky, <tided hy Apostolil~ authMity or Eld~tr L. 
T•>m Perry •1nd f!l.\(·r ();wid B. 1-rai~ht. 

The~ auJ oth~r pruph<'t~ ami Ap.•stl<.>x ~~ e bles.'>e-ll rhe pe~•pl~ ''' ~!lese t.,;l:lndc; wi!!l l llc.u· h:llt'!lint-:tlltl~\." gmpd aw ~ 
'~1th thctr te-slllth)ll tc '\ .. ~ th~ d•' JnJt} ol ' I hy (klowd S<lll. Htr.: th..-:)· haH! pt•ll.·la•mc:d tht' dt~lllJ I)' t.•l the 13nt>l oJ 
Mmnt•'" <t~td h<t\-: dl'daretl th,· rc·stomtic'\u or dw key. or pricstbood aulhurity by hemenl>· n1 e-s,<:.t>ngcr;. No dnuht 
their pm~ <rs " f ~upplknticm ha H ' 1 n ... ·ludetl wvrx.ls uf dedit.'<.tli ''" t}f lhe te-mlt•ry :ts W<"ll a~ ph~ l'i~.:HI fm:il ir ic!l I..Jo\ ,~,.. n 
II> h:n····hc.en dedit' aH:t.l unr" 'fhcl.':. Historil·aJ rt' I..'ONS h;we heC'II ~archC'il IU \'Hi ll , bnW·t'\ cr. Jor docum~HI:.ttion [)f 

such to ~i~<lil·atnry pr:iyer. ' J"herdt~re, 'J hy sen· ants ar..: gaJiwl'\'d here h .. • <.>ll':.;·r :111 oili~.· i<ti pm~ <r 11r dc:di.:ation. 

As au!ht•ri·1ed hy tlll· l~t•U.ncil of lht.· rirst fusrdem:y :-and the Quonun of tlle 'I" eln.· Ap1•.,t lc'l, 111 ,-ok1n!lrhe .I.e~ s of 
the Holy Ap(•~tleship and ihe JXl"t-r (tf the M~khit.~.:dek Prit-slhth•O , I JJ••W dcdi .. :all' anJ redcdicJ.Ie the Frendl 
(hersea:> '!'('rri lol)' of Frem·h h,Jy11ot!'i ia t0r Thy holy pHf1>os .. ~s. Spet:-iil~al ly wdmled :lre the So"icty lslrwds. the 
Tuamotu lsl::~mJs, thr MarqtH~~s l !tl and~. lht' U:tn•hler hlands, lhl' AuMml island.;; :•11d n ih.: no: that cotllpri !'>C Ibis 
terrirory. 

Will Thou bless thl·s.t: i.Jands wtth a rich JX'rt'"" of' l hy holy ~pmt ,lh3t its ~·ih7t.'ns and their' l '!l h >o> nmy lc:nm T hy 
'-'' IIHII.:I/llJmeotr. and he .. •hedJcOI , ... , lhelll, thttt the~ may prn~per in Thy l<wc. 1.ct th<"rt" he a r.: l>lltgem:e ur JIU~Si •ll1ill)' 
b:;i), that '11tine d~:t· l· may be gathtred priM In the S(..'('tJIId l'Hifl iug t•f'fby Sou, whidl IS n rgh. These iskwdioi arc rkh 
wt t h tht' hloud uf lsr::1el. t~ less Thiue !."'ed l•di nJ 'J'h~:c::. and 4."11\t:'rthe w:~l~:r.H •i bu pi ism, rC'm~i 11 faithful , nnd prepare 
f\lr the urdimmc~s ::mcl~.·,wc·uan ts l1t ' 'fhy h<~ly tcmpie. HE-lp them tu qm.rlil)' fur ~~~~ the hl e'oisi ng~ th;..t Thou hast 
prnmi~eJ unt •. • Anr.:~ham , l~al , J;sl'•'b, ant_llhl•ir M'<."d. 

Hit:!~~ allof Tby J>riest h••oJ. and au\.rhary lt-adcrs, tt1t n•issinnaries and pre.sHI<'Ill 'l who direct their Jai'w;o:. Wilt 'l'hou 
protect anti prc~~n·e theni 1n the• r mh1i "trie . tn tht.: rnd thlltllwr·,· will hi:' a ndt ha r'\ ~.·st l 'l s.:olll~ ullil' Th ... e. 

Wi[( fhou ble~o; thr c l t~t·tct.l and appmnted ulbciul~ who will g<>\'t•m ht·r·c. that the')' m-ay I">~ ~ui~.k-d hy 'l'hy ~piri t to 
c.•nduct th~ ullmt:> ''' i!.'-'\·crnllu!nt 111 suc.:h a 'W:I) thar rhnsc wh1• hn· her<" may rejoi~..-.: ju thl· pri ,dcg\!s affordt."d 
th~.· rn. Ma~ frcedr•m ~>I n·!i~i~•u'- ~t~preY>!.il•n he pl"l'sen ccl ht·rt'. May !he g"'-ernmecll rwd tlh' pt"t'J)Il' Pt tlwse 
heauliful isl<tmh Cl>ntinue ro~:~reud their \\-ami wt"k(.•me ro 11,y sen ·:m!:., :sncJ to rhc rrw ny \' lsitors \\·h,, lll<t)' !>t'~ 
N-yc•••d the hc.:atllics ,,, ll<t[tlll" :Jild pt :'\:cive-fhe !>pirituai puri 1y ofthns~ who h<t\e eJtll-.rJl'<c'd th\: ~o!>pel uf fhy S\'U-

Wi It Thou ole o;~ T il)' •. :hildreu he-re I\J pr.lS pt-r :1 ~ th~:y I iw in h;lfii1PIIY wi fh 'l'hy ~1,)\ld gi f LS !I);( I l:\ >llll' rr .. m t lle ~li.'CCtU 
:'1110 hum :tnimals and crops th:H gr:o~(' thl· laml. 1.:.t} Th~ ).'itt :; l'l' pr••t~et:lt-d fnHil aJ,·..-n.ll) :md ...-ontiu llt' h• l:>e a 
fl"stf\ <' nf rl'!>our..:es It • tx· nut1urcd with grJ.tilut.l<' :md l'ar~.· . 

<.;,·,•tduily and hmrth.ly, l inl't•kc Thy 1->le:.!'rn g.~ urn•n hend1 l•,,·rync.>!!i~ :•nd it~ p<.>t•pk. ••l1cr i~tg this l''· 'ycr nf 
dedi..:ati,~n \lntt• 'l'lH:.· in thl' nafllt' ot Thy Hcln\"cd s,,,~. Jesus Chf'isl. :une-n. 


